Ball and Cup

The ball and cup is atraditional toy that has appeared in ancient times. It consisted of a cup and
aball attached to a string and the object of the game isto catch the ball in the cup.

A cup and ball toy isin Arlington House Museum that Robert E. Lee was supposed to have
brought back from Mexico for his children.

Thistoy aso appeared in anumber of children’s activity books in the nineteenth century.

From The Girl's Own Bookby Lydia Maria Child (1833) there is this description which has
some elements in common with the bilbo catcher but the illustration below shows a deeper cup.

“Cup and Ball

Here awooden ball, with aholein it is used instead of abird. A stick is made with a cup at one
end, and apoint is at the other. The object isto catch it in the cup, or on the point. The cup and
ball are fastened together with a string.”

CUP AND BALL.
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